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MATTHEW 
 

Notes to the Context Outline of Matthew 
 

As a way of remembering the content of this Gospel, the Context Outline Format outlines the storyline as follows: 
 

SECTION 1: EARTHLY MINISTRY OVER A 2-1/2 YEAR PERIOD  

 

I. MATTHEW’S BACKGROUND CHECK FINDS JESUS FULFILLING MESSIANIC PROPHECIES   
 

Mathew is a tax collector who is to keep track of the business enterprises of the people in his territory.   
He would have known of John the Baptist and most likely kept track of any developments that might have 
given Matthew a chance to tax John if he had become profitable. 
As John the Baptist eventually fails to become a prospect, Matthew notices that Jesus is new on the scene 
and starts to track any developments from this new ‘start-up’ that could possibly make Matthew money. 
 

This section could be the results of Matthew’s background check trying to find out who this Jesus is and 
where he came from. 

 

II. MATTHEW’S OBSERVATIONS OF JESUS FROM A DISTANCE  
 

Matthew notices how Jesus starts to rise and actually seems to takeover John the Baptist’s job. 
Matthew also starts to notice for himself the effects on the people that would begin to follow this Jesus, 
what Jesus would say to those followers, and the sort of astonishing miracle-like works he performed. 
 

Most interestingly, it seems that Matthew, being dissatisfied with the emptiness of the organized religion of 
that day, and his own personal pursuits of the job, heard for himself something most perplexing from this 
Jesus – that this Jesus could forgive sins.  (It is not too different from today.) 

 

III. MATHEW’S EXPERIENCES PERSONALLY FOLLOWING JESUS 
 

A. MATTHEW’S OWN DECISION REGARDING JESUS 
 

Matthew was then invited personally to follow Jesus, and he was at a point where Matthew could 
see the sense in that. 
Deciding to follow Jesus, Matthew could see for himself whether the miracles were real or not. 

 

B. JESUS PROMOTING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN TO HIS OWN PEOPLE 
 

Matthew was commissioned by Jesus to go ahead of Jesus throughout the land to announce the 
arrival of the Kingdom of Heaven and to prepare them for Jesus’s teachings on the Kingdom, 
which followed. 
 

 ( 2–1/2 YEAR MINISTRY IS OVER ) 
 

IV. SECTION 2: END OF EARTHLY MINISTRY (A THREE MONTH PERIOD) 
 

A. PREPARING HIS DISCIPLES FOR HIS DEATH 

B. JOURNEY ON HIS WAY TO JERUSALEM TO DIE 
 

C. JESUS HANDS HIMSELF OVER TO THE WILL OF GOD 

(ISRAEL’S REJECTION OF JESUS AND HIS KINGDOM) 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

a. WORD OF THE LORD SPOKEN  --  SIX STEPS PREDICTED IN HIS DEATH 
 

Jesus had been beginning to prepare his closest disciples for his upcoming death, and 
here, he spells it out in detail how it is going to come about.  It seems he may be speaking 
it into existence. 

 

2. WORD OF THE LORD FULFILLED 
 

This is Matthew’s account of Jesus’ death and how it unfolded as Jesus said it would. 
Matthew continues with the King and Kingdom ideas. 
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MATTHEW 

 

 

SECTION 1: EARTHLY MINISTRY OVER A 2-1/2 YEAR PERIOD  

 

 

I. MATTHEW’S BACKGROUND CHECK FINDS JESUS FULFILLING MESSIANIC PROPHECIES 

 
 
A. BEFORE THE BIRTH OF JESUS  -  HIS LINEAGE ACCORDING TO HIS HUMAN NATURE  

 

1:1 A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:  

 
FROM ABRAHAM TO DAVID  –  SON OF ABRAHAM 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac,  

Isaac the father of Jacob,  
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,  

3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar,  
Perez the father of Hezron,  

Hezron the father of Ram,  
4 Ram the father of Amminadab,  

Amminadab the father of Nahshon,  
Nahshon the father of Salmon,  

5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was 
Rahab,  

Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,  
Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and  

Jesse the father of King David.  
 
FROM DAVID TO JUDAH’S EXILE TO BABYLON  –  SON OF DAVID 
David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife,  

7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam,  
Rehoboam the father of Abijah,  

Abijah the father of Asa,  
8 Asa the father of Jehoshaphat,  

Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram,  
Jehoram the father of Uzziah,  

9 Uzziah the father of Jotham,  
Jotham the father of Ahaz,  

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,  
10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,  

Manasseh the father of Amon,  
Amon the father of Josiah, 11 and  

Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to 
Babylon.  

 
FROM THE EXILE TO THE CHRIST 
12 After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,  

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,  
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud,  

Abiud the father of Eliakim,  
Eliakim the father of Azor,  

14 Azor the father of Zadok,  
Zadok the father of Akim,  

Akim the father of Eliud,  
15 Eliud the father of Eleazar,  

Eleazar the father of Matthan,  
Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and  

Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called 
Christ.  

 
17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to 
Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.  ( SEE 2 SAMUEL 7;  ISAIAH 9 ) 
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B. THE BIRTH OF JESUS - GOD WITH US – HIS LINEAGE ACCORDING TO HIS SPIRITUAL AND HOLY NATURE 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:  

 
His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to 

be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,  

"Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  
 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  
23 "THE VIRGIN WILL BE WITH CHILD AND WILL GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND THEY WILL CALL HIM 

IMMANUEL"-- which means,  "God with us.”   ( SEE ISAIAH 7 )   

 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as 
his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
(NIV)   

 
C. AFTER THE BIRTH OF JESUS  -  REFUGEE IN EGYPT RETURNS TO NAZARETH  

2:1 After Jesus was born in  Bethlehem in Judea , during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem  
 

2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and 
have come to worship him." 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 
When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where 
the Christ was to be born.  
5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied,  

"for this is what the prophet has written:  
6 "'BUT YOU, BETHLEHEM, IN THE LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE RULERS 

OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU WILL COME A RULER WHO WILL BE THE SHEPHERD OF MY PEOPLE 

ISRAEL.'"  ( SEE MICAH 5 ) 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He 
sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, 
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him." 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their 
way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child 
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  
 
12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route.  
 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the 

child and his mother and escape  to Egypt . Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the 

child to kill him." 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 
where he stayed until the death of Herod.  

And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet:  
"OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON."  ( SEE HOSEA 11 ) 

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill 
all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he 
had learned from the Magi.  

17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  
18 "A VOICE IS HEARD IN RAMAH, WEEPING AND GREAT MOURNING, RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER 

CHILDREN AND REFUSING TO BE COMFORTED, BECAUSE THEY ARE NO MORE."  ( SEE 

JEREMIAH 11 ) 
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, "Get up, 
take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child's life 
are dead." 21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having 

been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of  Galilee , 23 and he went and lived in a town called 

Nazareth. 

So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets:  
"HE WILL BE CALLED A NAZARENE."  ( SEE  ) (NIV)   
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II. MATTHEW OBSERVING JESUS FROM A DISTANCE (BEFORE RECEIVING JESUS’ INVITATION) 
 
A. JESUS TAKES OVER JOHN THE BAPTIST’S  MINISTRY 
 
 

1. JOHN PREACHING A MESSAGE THAT KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR 
 

3:1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea  

2 and saying, " Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near ."  

 
3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:  

"A VOICE OF ONE CALLING IN THE DESERT, 'PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD, MAKE 

STRAIGHT PATHS FOR HIM.'"  ( SEE ISAIAH 40 ) 
 
4 John's clothes were made of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. 
His food was locusts and wild honey.  
 
5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the 

Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.  
 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was 
baptizing, he said to them:  

"You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce 
fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, 
'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire.  
 
JOHN’S VERSION OF JESUS’ MINISTRY 

11 "I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire."  

 
 

2. JESUS’ BAPTISM   

-  FULFILLMENT OF SCRIPTURAL RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

13 Then Jesus came  from Galilee to the Jordan  to be baptized by John.  

 
PRESENCE OF THE SON 
14 But John tried to deter him, saying,  

"I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?"  
15 Jesus replied,  

"Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness."  
Then John consented.  
 
PRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven 

was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.  
 
PRESENCE OF THE FATHER 
17 And a voice from heaven said,  

"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." (NIV)   
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3. JESUS DEFEATS HIS SPIRITUAL FOE 

-  LIGHT OF THE SCRIPTURES OVERCOMES SOURCE OF DARKNESS  

 -  PUTTING OUR BEST… AGAINST YOUR BEST…WINNER TAKES ALL. 
 

4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  

 
2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  
 
a. PHYSICAL – LUST OF THE FLESH 
 

3 The tempter came to him and said,  

"If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."  
4 Jesus answered,  

"It is written:  
'MAN DOES NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT 

COMES FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD.'"  ( SEE DEUTERONOMY 9 ) 
 

b. PSYCHOLOGICAL – PRIDE OF LIFE 
 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point 
of the temple.  

6 "If you are the Son of God," he said,  
"throw yourself down.  

For it is written:  
"'HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU, AND 

THEY WILL LIFT YOU UP IN THEIR HANDS, SO THAT YOU WILL 

NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.'" (SEE PSALM 9)  
7 Jesus answered him,  

"It is also written:  
'DO NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.'  ( SEE 

DEUTERONOMY 6 )  
 

c. SPIRITUAL – GOING FOR THE KILL 
 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  

9 "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship 
me."  

10 Jesus said to him,  
"Away from me, Satan!  
For it is written:  

'WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.'"  ( SEE 

DEUTERONOMY 6 ) 
 
RESIST THE DEVIL, AND HE WILL FLEE FROM YOU 
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.  

 
4. JOHN DECREASES, JESUS INCREASES 
 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he  returned to Galilee .  

13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived  in Capernaum , which was by the lake in the area of 

Zebulun and Naphtali--  

14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:  
15 "LAND OF ZEBULUN AND LAND OF NAPHTALI, THE WAY TO THE SEA, ALONG THE 

JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE GENTILES-- 16 THE PEOPLE LIVING IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A 

GREAT LIGHT; ON THOSE LIVING IN THE LAND OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH A LIGHT HAS 

DAWNED."  ( SEE ISAIAH 9 ) 
 
5. JESUS PICKS UP MESSAGE THAT KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR 

 

17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, " Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near ."  
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B. MATTHEW’S OBSERVATIONS OF JESUS FROM A DISTANCE 
 
 
1. WHO FOLLOWED JESUS 
 

a. JOHN THE BAPTIST’S DISCIPLES BEGAN TO FOLLOW HIM 
 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee,  
 

LEAVING EVERYTHING TO FOLLOW 

he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were 
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 "Come, follow me," Jesus 
said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 20 At once they left their nets and 
followed him.  
 
 
LEAVING EVERYTHING TO FOLLOW 

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 

his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their 
nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father 
and followed him.  

 
 

b. CROWDS FROM EVERYWHERE FOLLOWED JESUS 
 

23 Jesus went  throughout Galilee , teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 

news of the  kingdom , and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 

News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with 
various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having 

seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them.  
 
25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the 
Jordan followed him. (NIV)   
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2. HIS WORDS: WHAT HE PREACHED TO HIS FOLLOWERS ABOUT A KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

( GOING BEYOND THE TYPICAL EMPHASIS ON THE LAW ) 

 

‘SERMON ON THE MOUNT’  -  ( NARRATIVE SERMON 1 ) 

5:1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down.  

His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them, saying:  
 
 

a. INTRODUCTION 

 

 

CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD AND HIS CHILDREN  … 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit,   for theirs is the  kingdom of heaven.   

4 Blessed are those who mourn,   for they will be comforted.  
5 Blessed are the meek,    for they will inherit the earth.  
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

 for they will be filled.  
7 Blessed are the merciful,   for they will be shown mercy.  
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,   for they will see God.  
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,   for they will be called sons of God.  
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  

for theirs is the  kingdom of heaven.   

11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me.  

12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward 
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.  

 
… AND THE EFFECT GOD’S CHILDREN HAVE ON THE WORLD 
13 "You are the salt of the earth.  

But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  

14 "You are the light of the world. (THE WORLD IS DARK, COMPARED TO LIGHT OF GOD) 
A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven.  

 
 
THE LAW HAS A PLACE 

 
JESUS’S OWN PURPOSE AND HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE LAW 
17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;  

I have not come to abolish them  

but to fulfill them.  
18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished.  

 
 
JESUS’S DISCIPLES AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO THE LAW 

(CHOOSE YOUR DESTINY) 
19 Anyone who  

breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 
same  

will be called least in the  kingdom of heaven , but  

whoever  
practices and teaches these commands  

will be called great in the  kingdom of heaven .  
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b. STANDARD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS REQUIRED TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
 
20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you 

will certainly not enter the  kingdom of heaven .  

 
1.) INTERNAL (HEART) – REQUIRES A RIGHTEOUSNESS BEYOND THE LAW AND RELIGION 

 

( FOLLOWING JESUS IS SOMETHING DIFFERENT THAN FOLLOWING THE LAW ) 

 

CONFLICT 

21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'DO NOT MURDER, AND ANYONE WHO MURDERS 

WILL BE SUBJECT TO JUDGMENT.'  ( SEE EXODUS 20 ) 
22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.  
Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin.  
But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  
23 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 

something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to 
your brother; then come and offer your gift.  
25 "Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still 
with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to 
the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you 
have paid the last penny.  

 

HEART (ACCESSED BY MEMBERS OF YOUR BODY) 
27 "You have heard that it was said, 'DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY.'  ( SEE EXODUS 20 ) 

28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery 

with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And 
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part 
of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  

 

MARRIAGE (AMIDST TROUBLES) 

31 "It has been said, 'ANYONE WHO DIVORCES HIS WIFE MUST GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE.'  ( SEE 

DEUTERONOMY 24 ) 
32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her 

to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.  

 

YOUR WORD 
33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'DO NOT BREAK YOUR OATH, BUT KEEP THE 

OATHS YOU HAVE MADE TO THE LORD.'  ( SEE LEVITICUS 19, NUMBER 30 ) 
34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 or by the earth, 
for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by 
your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' 

and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.  

 

EVIL PEOPLE 
38 "You have heard that it was said, 'EYE FOR EYE, AND TOOTH FOR TOOTH.'  ( SEE EXODUS 21, LEVITICUS 24, 

DEUTERONOMY 19 ) 
39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to 
him the other also. 40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your 
cloak as well. 41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one 

who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  

 

ENEMIES 
43 "You have heard that it was said, 'LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AND HATE YOUR ENEMY.'  ( SEE LEVITICUS 19 ) 

44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be 

sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you 
get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are 
you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?  
 
 

THE STANDARD REALLY GOES BEYOND THE LAW  –  TO THE LAWGIVER 

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (NIV)   
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2.) EXTERNAL ACTIONS - REQUIRES A RIGHTEOUS MOTIVES BEFORE GOD ALONE, NOT MAN 
 

( RIGHTEOUSNESS ACCORDING TO THE HEAVENLY FATHER IS DIFFERENT THAN 

RIGHTEOUSNESS ACCORDING TO MEN ) 
 

6:1 "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no 

reward from your Father in heaven.  
 
GIVING 

2 "So when you give to the needy,  
do not  

EARTHLY REWARD 

announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to 

be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  
3 But  

HEAVENLY REWARD 

when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 

secret, will reward you.  

 

PRAYING 

5 "And when you pray,  
do not  

EARTHLY REWARD 

be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 

corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  
6 But  

HEAVENLY REWARD 

when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 

unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And 
when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 

need before you ask him.  
9 "This, then, is how you should pray:  

"'Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  

10 your  kingdom  come,  

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

11 Give us today our daily bread.  

12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  

13 And lead us not into temptation, but  

deliver us from the evil one.'  
14 For if  

you forgive men when they sin against you,  
your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  

15 But if  
you do not forgive men their sins,  

your Father will not forgive your sins.  
 

FASTING 

16 "When you fast,  
do not  

EARTHLY REWARD 

look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are 

fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  
17 But  

HEAVENLY REWARD 

when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious 

to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, 

who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  
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c. ONLY FEW WILL ENTER HIS KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 
 
1.) DO NOT SET UP YOUR OWN KINGDOM  -  TURN FROM SELF 
 

CHOOSE A TREASURE 

19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth 
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.  
 
22 "The eye is the lamp of the body.  

If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  
23 But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  

If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  
 
CHOOSE A MASTER  –  THE GIVER, OR THE GIFTS 
24 "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  
 

CHOOSE A PASSION 
25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more 
important than clothes?  

26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than 
they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  

28 "And why do you worry about clothes?  
See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you 
that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that 
is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you,  

O you of  little faith ? 31 So do not  

worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we 
wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them.  

 
 
2.) SEEK YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER’S KINGDOM  -  TURN TO GOD 

 
33 But  

seek first his  kingdom  and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. (NIV)   
 

7:1 "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be 

judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  
3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to 
the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out 
of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take 
the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother's eye.  

 
6 "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample 
them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.  
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3.) SEEK AND YOU WILL FIND IT  -  GOD TURNS TO YOU 
 
7 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will 
be opened.  

9 "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a 
fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those 
who ask him!  
 

GOLDEN RULE – MOSES’S OLD VERSION – POSITIVE AND LOVE ORIENTED 

12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you,  

for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.  

 

 

 

4.) ONLY A FEW FIND IT 

 
13 "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to 
life, and only a few find it.  

 
15 "Watch out for false prophets.  

They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.  
 
16 By their fruit you will recognize them.  

Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise every 
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot 
bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  

20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  
 
 
 

5.) ONLY THOSE WHO DO THE HEAVENLY FATHER’S WILL 
 

( FOLLOWING JESUS IS MORE ABOUT THE WILL OF GOD ) 
 
WHO IS IT THAT CAN ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the  kingdom of heaven , but only he 

who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many 
miracles?' 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  
 
CHOOSE A RESPONSE 
24 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice  

is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  

26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice  
is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  

27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against 
that house, and it fell with a great crash."  

 
 
 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because 

he taught as  one who had authority , and not as their teachers of the law. (NIV)   
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3. HIS WORKS:  SHOWING SAME POWER/AUTHORITY STANDING BEHIND HIS WORDS 

( GOING BEYOND THE TYPICAL RELIDIOUS LEADER ) 
 

8:1 When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him.  

 
 
a. PHYSICAL HEALINGS -- FREEING PEOPLE FROM EFFECTS OF SIN 

 

 

APPROACHING THE RELIGIOUS ‘UNAPPROACHABLES’ 

 

 

1.) HEALS A MAN WITH LEPROSY  

REACHES OUT TO THE UNCLEAN, AND MAKES THEM CLEAN 
 

2 A man with leprosy came  
and knelt before him and said,  

"Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean."  

3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  

"I am willing," he said. "Be clean!"  
Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.  
4 Then Jesus said to him,  

"See that you don't tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and 
offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them."  

 

 

2.) HEALS A ROMAN CENTURION’S PARALYZED AND SUFFERING SERVANT 

SPEAKS ON BEHALF OF AN ENEMY, AND HONOR’S HIS FAITH 
 
5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him,  

asking for help. 6 "Lord," he said,  

"my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering."  
7 Jesus said to him,  

"I will go and heal him."  
8 The centurion replied,  

"Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say 

the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under 

authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and 
that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he 
does it."  

10 When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him,  

"I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with  such great  

faith . 11 I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, 

and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be 
thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth."  

13 Then Jesus said to the centurion,  

"Go! It will be done just as you believed it would."  
And his servant was healed at that very hour.  

 
 

3.) HEALS PETER’S MOTHER-IN-LAW’S FEVER  

REACHES OUT TO SERVE AN OLD WOMEN, AND ABLE TO ENERGIZE 
 
14 When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed with a 
fever.  

15 He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait 
on him.  
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b. SPIRITUAL HEALINGS 

 
16 When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove 

out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.  
 

17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  
"HE TOOK UP OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED OUR DISEASES."  ( SEE ISAIAH 53 ) 

 
 
 
 
 

18 When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave  orders to cross to the other side of the lake .  
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4. MATTHEW HEARS ABOUT THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS 

 
a. UNCERTAINTY – AND A LIFE THAT HAS NO CERTAIN PATH 
 

19 Then a teacher of the law came to him  
and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go."  
20 Jesus replied,  

"Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests,  
but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."  

 

b. PRIORITY – A LIFE THAT ADJUSTS TO JESUS, JESUS DOES NOT ADJUST TO US 
 

21 Another disciple said to him,  
"Lord, first let me go and bury my father."  
22 But Jesus told him,  

"Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead."  
 

 

 

5. MATTHEW FINDS OUT FULL EXTENT OF JESUS’ AUTHORITY – EVEN OVER OUR SIN 

 

a. COMMANDS NATURE 

ABLE TO CALM WIND AND WAVES BY HIS WORD  –  NOT AS MERE MAN 
 
( DOES HE ONLY INFLUENCE EVENTS, OR IS HE ACTUALLY IN CHARGE OF THEM ) 

23 Then he got  into the boat  and his disciples followed him.  

24 Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over 
the boat.  
But Jesus was sleeping.  

25 The disciples went and woke him, saying,  
"Lord, save us! We're going to drown!"  

26 He replied,  

" You of little faith , why are you so afraid?"  

Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was 
completely calm.  

RESPONSE 

27 The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the 

winds and the waves  obey  him!"  

 
b. FREE’S SPIRITUAL CAPTIVES  –  FROM POWER OF SIN 

ABLE TO COMMAND DEMONS OUT OF TWO MEN INTO A HERDS OF PIGS 

 

28 When he  arrived at the other side  in the  region of the Gadarenes , two demon-possessed 

men coming from the tombs met him.  

They were so violent that no one could pass that way. 29 "What do you want with us, Son 

of God?" they shouted. "Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?" 30 
Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding. 31 The demons begged 

Jesus, "If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs." 32 He said to them, "Go!" So 
they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake and died in the water.  
33 Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this, including what 
had happened to the demon-possessed men.  

 

RESPONSE  -  IN BOTH WORD AND ACTION CHOOSING NOT TO FOLLOW JESUS 

34 Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw him, they pleaded with 

him to leave their region. (NIV)   
 
JESUS ANSWERS THEIR PRAYERS 

9:1 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town.  
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c. FREE’S SPIRITUAL CAPTIVES – FROM THE PENALTY OF SIN 

JESUS CLAIMS TO BE ABLE TO FORGIVE SINS 
 
2 Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat.  
 

ULTIMATE SPIRITUAL HEALING 

When Jesus  saw their faith , he said to the paralytic,  

"Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven."  
3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves,  

"This fellow is blaspheming!"  
REJECTION 
4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said,  

"Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is easier: to say, 
'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? 6 But so that you may 

know that  the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...."  

 
 
A LAME MAN WALKS – AT HIS WORD 
Then he said to the paralytic,  

"Get up, take your mat and go home."  
7 And the man got up and went home. 
ACCEPTANCE 
8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had   

given such authority to men .  

 
 

(LAST THING MATTHEW RECORDS HEARING BEFORE HIS OWN INVITATION TO FOLLOW) 
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III. MATTHEW’S PERSONAL EXPERIENCES FOLLOWING JESUS 

 

 

a. MATTHEW’S OWN DECISION REGARDING JESUS 
 
 
1. MATTHEW PERSONALLY INVITED TO FOLLOW JESUS 
 

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth.  
"Follow me," he told him,  
 
MATTHEW WALKS AWAY FROM PREVIOUS LIFE, LEAVING EVERYTHING BEHIND 
and Matthew got up and followed him.  
 
 
 

MATTHEW HOSTS A DINNER ATTENDED BY JESUS AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

 

JESUS ACCEPTED BY THE SPIRITUALLY POOR 
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house,  

many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his 
disciples.  

 

 

JESUS REJECTED BY THE SPIRITUALLY RICH 

( WHO ARE CONFUSED BY HIS ACCEPTANCE OF A RELIGIOUS REJECT ) 
 
11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your 
teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 12 On hearing this, Jesus said,  

"It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  
13 But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE MERCY, NOT SACRIFICE.'   
( SEE HOSEA 6 ) 
 
JESUS’ MISSION STATEMENT 

For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."  
 
14 Then John's disciples came and asked him, "How is it that we and the 
Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?" 15 Jesus answered,  

"How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? 
The time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then 
they will fast.  
16 "No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the 
patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 17 Neither 
do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst, 
the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new 
wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved."  
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2. MATTHEW VALIDATES REALITY OF MIRACLES FOR HIMSELF 

 
18 While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him  

and said, "My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live."  
 
 

a. TO TOUCH HIM  - UNCLEAN WOMAN SUBJECT TO BLEEDING HEALED (EXPECTENCY) 
19 Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples.  

20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind 
him and touched the edge of his cloak.  

21 She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed." 22 Jesus turned 

and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, " your faith   has healed you." And 

the woman was healed from that moment.  
 
 

b. TO BE TOUCHED BY HIM – DEAD DAUGHTER OF UNCLEAN RULER IS RAISED 
23 When Jesus entered the ruler's house  

and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, 24 he said, "Go away. The girl is 
not dead but asleep." But they laughed at him. 25 After the crowd had been put 
outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26 News of this 
spread through all that region.  

 
 

c. TWO BLIND MEN RECEIVE SIGHT 
27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him,  

calling out, "Have mercy on us,  Son of David !" 28 When he had gone indoors, the blind 

men came to him, and he asked them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" "Yes, 

Lord," they replied. 29 Then he touched their eyes and said, " According to your faith  will 

it be done to you"; 30 and their sight was restored.  
 
Jesus warned them sternly, "See that no one knows about this."  
31 But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region.  

 
 

d. DEMON IS DRIVEN OUT OF A MAN AND SPEECH IS RESTORED 
32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought 
to Jesus.  

33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke.  
 
RESPONSES 
 

ACCEPTANCE  -  UNRELIGIOUS 
The crowd was amazed and said, "Nothing like this has ever been seen in 
Israel."  
REJECTION  -  RELIGIOUS PEOPLE -- DOUBT JESUS’ POWER 
34 But the Pharisees said, "It is by the prince of demons that he drives out 
demons."  
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B. JESUS PROMOTING A KINGDOM OF HEAVEN TO HIS OWN PEOPLE 
 

35 Jesus went through  all the towns and villages , teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news 

of the  kingdom  and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had 

compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  
 
1. APOSTLES ANNOUNCING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR 

 

( PREPARING THE WAY FOR JESUS’ PREACHING TO FOLLOW ) 
 

37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord 
of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." (NIV)   
 

10:1 He called his twelve disciples to him and  gave them authority  to drive out evil spirits and to 

heal every disease and sickness.  
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles:  

first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, 
and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and 
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.  
 

( NARRATIVE SERMON 2 ) 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:  

 

GOAL  -  SENT TO PREPARE GALILEAN ISRAELITES, FOR JESUS’ MESSAGE 
"Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the 

lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, preach this message:  'The kingdom of heaven is near. ' 

8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 
Freely you have received, freely give. 9 Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in 
your belts; 10 take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the 
worker is worth his keep.  
 
11 "Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at 
his house until you leave. 12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting.  
 

RESPONSES 

ACCEPTANCE 
13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace 
return to you.  
REJECTION 
14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your 
feet when you leave that home or town. 15 I tell you the truth, it will be more 
bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.  

 
WARNING ABOUT THE FULL EXTENT OF REJECTION TO COME 
16 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  

Therefore  
be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.  

 
17 "Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog 
you in their synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and 
kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry 
about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will 
not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.  
21 "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against 
their parents and have them put to death. 22 All men will hate you because of me, but he 
who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee 
to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before 
the Son of Man comes.  
 
24 "A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for 
the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house 
has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household!  
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IN LIGHT OF THIS THREAT  -  BE FEARLESS AMONG MEN 
26 "So do not be afraid of them.  

There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be 
made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is 
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs.  
28 Do not  

be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  
Rather,  

be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from the will of your Father. 30 And even the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered.  

31 So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.  
 
32 "Whoever acknowledges me before men,  

I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.  
33 But whoever disowns me before men,  

I will disown him before my Father in heaven.  
 
34 "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword.  

35 For I have come to turn  
"'A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, A 

DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW-- 36 A MAN'S ENEMIES WILL 

BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD.'   ( SEE MICAH 7 ) 
 
37 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;  

anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and  

anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  
 
39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and  

whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  
 
40 "He who receives you receives me, and  

he who receives me receives the one who sent me.  

41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's 
reward, and  
anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a 
righteous man's reward.  
 
42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is 
my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." (NIV)   
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2. JESUS’ TEACHING ABOUT RESPONDING TO HIM TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

 

11:1 After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach 

in the  towns of Galilee .  

 

 

a. PEOPLE OF ISRAEL INVITED TO COME TO JESUS 
 
 
JOHN THE BAPTIST CONFIRMS WHO JESUS IS 
2 When John heard in prison what Christ was doing,  

he sent his disciples 3 to ask him,  
"Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"  

 

JESUS’S ANSWERS JOHN THE BAPTIST’S QUESTIONS 
4 Jesus replied,  

"Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  
5 The blind receive sight,  
the lame walk,  
those who have leprosy are cured,  
the deaf hear,  
the dead are raised, and  
the good news is preached to the poor.  

6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."  
 
 
JESUS TELLS CROWD WHO JOHN IS AND WHO JESUS IS 

7 As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John:  
"What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?  
 
8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear 
fine clothes are in kings' palaces.  
 
9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet?  

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is 
written: "'I WILL SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY 

BEFORE YOU.'  ( SEE MICAH 7 ) 11 I tell you the truth: Among those born of women 
there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist 
until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful 
men lay hold of it. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 
And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 He who 
has ears, let him hear.  

 
JESUS SPEAKS ABOUT GENERAL UNRESPONSIVENESS TO MESSAGE 
16 "To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling out to others:  

MESSAGE PREACHED WITH JOY 
17 "'We played the flute for you, and  

you did not dance;  
MESSAGE PREACHED WITH WARNING 
we sang a dirge, and  

you did not mourn.'  
 

EITHER WAY,,, MESSAGE IS REJECTED 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and  
they say, 'He has a demon.'  

19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and  
they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
"sinners." ' 
 

But wisdom is proved right by her actions."  
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JESUS WARNS AGAINST NOT RESPONDING TO JOHN OR JESUS’ MESSAGE 

20 Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles had been 

performed, because they did not repent.  
 
MESSAGE IS EVEN CLEARER NOW, THEN FOR THOSE BEFORE 
21 "Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!  

If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day 
of judgment than for you.  

23 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies?  
No, you will go down to the depths. If the miracles that were performed 
in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this 
day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day 
of judgment than for you."  

 
 

JESUS OFFERS YET ANOTHER INVITATION TO RESPOND TO HIM 
25 At that time Jesus said,  

"I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  
26 Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.  

 
JESUS’S CLAIM 
27 "All things have been committed to me by my Father.  
No one knows the Son except the Father, and  
no one knows the Father  

except the Son and  
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  
 

IN RESPONSE TO THAT CLAIM … 

 

28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest.  
TWO PEOPLE UNITED FOR A SINGLE PURPOSE 
29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light." (NIV)   
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b. REJECTION OF JESUS by the ORGANIZED RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT 
 
 
 
1.) REGARDING JESUS AS LORD OF THE SABBATH   

( LEADERS AND TEACHERS OF THE LAW REJECTING JESUS’ TEACHING ) 

 

 

JESUS CLAIMS TO BE GREATER THAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION AND CULTURE 

12:1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began 

to pick some heads of grain and eat them.  
2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him,  

"Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath."  
3 He answered,  

"Haven't you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He 
entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread-- which 
was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests.  
5 Or haven't you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate 
the day and yet are innocent?  
6 I tell you that one greater than the temple is here. 7 If you had known what these words 
mean, 'I DESIRE MERCY, NOT SACRIFICE,'  ( SEE HOSEA 6 ) you would not have condemned 

the innocent. 8 For  the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath ."  

 
 
JESUS CLAIMS TO BE GREATER THAN THE RELIGIOUS TRADITION AND SYSTEM 
9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and a man with a shriveled hand was there.  

Looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, they asked him,  
 
"Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?"  
11 He said to them,  

"If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it 
and lift it out? 12 How much more valuable is a man than a sheep! Therefore it is lawful 

to do good on the Sabbath."  
13 Then he said to the man,  

"Stretch out your hand."  
 

So he stretched it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other.  
 
 
 
 
RESPONSE OF RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT  --  REJECTION OF MIRACULOUS SIGN 
14 But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus. 15 Aware of this, Jesus 
withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, 16 warning them not to 
tell who he was.  

 
... AS WAS PROPHESIED IN THE SCRIPTURES 

17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  
18 "HERE IS MY SERVANT WHOM I HAVE CHOSEN, THE ONE I LOVE, IN WHOM I DELIGHT; I 
WILL PUT MY SPIRIT ON HIM, AND HE WILL PROCLAIM JUSTICE TO THE NATIONS. 19 HE 

WILL NOT QUARREL OR CRY OUT; NO ONE WILL HEAR HIS VOICE IN THE STREETS. 20 A 

BRUISED REED HE WILL NOT BREAK, AND A SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL NOT SNUFF OUT, 
TILL HE LEADS JUSTICE TO VICTORY. 21 IN HIS NAME THE NATIONS WILL PUT THEIR 

HOPE."  ( SEE ISAIAH 42 )  
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2.) REGARDING HIS SOURCE OF AUTHORITY OVER SATAN   

( LEADERS AND TEACHERS OF THE LAW REJECTING HIS POWER ) 
 
 
HEALS A DEMON POSSESED, BLIND, AND MUTE MAN 
22 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so 
that he could both talk and see.  
 
REACTIONS 
 

NON-RELIGIOUS PEOPLE - WONDER IF HE IS THE MESSIAH THEY ARE LOOKING FOR 
23 All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?"  
 
RELIGIOUS PEOPLE - TRY TO DISCREDIT JESUS 
24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said,  

"It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons."  
 
25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them,  
 

IT IS NOT BY PRINCE OF DEMONS 

"Every  kingdom  divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided 

against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. 

How then can his  kingdom  stand?  

 
27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them 
out? So then, they will be your judges.  
 

28 But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the  kingdom of God  has 

come upon you.  
 
29 "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions 
unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.  
 

IT IS BY THE HOLY SPIRIT  -  AND BEWARE OF THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 
30 "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. 
31 And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy 
against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of 

Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, 
either in this age or in the age to come.  
33 "Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, 
for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say 
anything good? For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man 
brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things 
out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the 
day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will 
be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."  
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3.) REGARDING MIRACULOUS SIGNS   

( LEADERS AND TEACHERS OF THE LAW REJECTING ALL EVIDENCE ) 
 
38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him,  

"Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you."  
39 He answered,  

"A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!  
 
But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the 
judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of 
Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.  
 
42 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; 
for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one 
greater than Solomon is here.  
 
43 "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and 
does not find it. 44 Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds 
the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. 45 Then it goes and takes with it 
seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final 
condition of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked 
generation."  
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THOSE IN HIS FAMILY ARE THOSE WHO DO THE HEAVENLY FATHER’S WILL 
 
46 While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to 
him.  

47 Someone told him,  
"Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you."  

48 He replied to him,  
"Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"  

49 Pointing to his disciples, he said,  
"Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”  (NIV)   
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c. JESUS TEACHES ABOUT THE TYPES OF RESPONSES TO THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM   

 

( NARRATIVE SERMON 3 ) 

13:1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore.  
 
PARABLE OF THE SOWER AND THE SEEDS 

(KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS OFFERED TO ALL, BUT HAS A VARIETY OF RESPONSES) 
 
3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying:  

"A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed,  

some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  

5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 
because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 
and they withered because they had no root.  
7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  

8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop-- a hundred, sixty or thirty 
times what was sown. 9 He who has ears, let him hear."  

 

EXPLANATION OF THE SOWER AND THE SEEDS 

 
10 The disciples came to him and asked,  

"Why do you speak to the people in parables?"  
11 He replied,  

"The knowledge of the secrets of the  kingdom of heaven   has been 

given to you, but not to them. 12 Whoever has will be given more, and 
he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has 
will be taken from him. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables:  
 
"Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or 
understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  

"'YOU WILL BE EVER HEARING BUT NEVER UNDERSTANDING; YOU WILL 

BE EVER SEEING BUT NEVER PERCEIVING. 15 FOR THIS PEOPLE'S 

HEART HAS BECOME CALLOUSED; THEY HARDLY HEAR WITH THEIR 

EARS, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES. OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT 

SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, UNDERSTAND WITH 

THEIR HEARTS AND TURN, AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.'  ( SEE ISAIAH 6 )  
 
16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because 
they hear. 17 For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men 
longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear 
but did not hear it.  
 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF HEARTS 
18 "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:  

SATAN 

19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the 
path.  

WORLD 

20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is 

the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 
But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly 
falls away.  
SELF 

22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is 

the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.  
GRACE 

23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is 

the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a 
crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."  
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PARABLE OF THE WEEDS GROWING AMONG SEEDS IN GOOD SOIL 
 
24 Jesus told them another parable:  

"The  kingdom of heaven   is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while 

everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 
When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 "The owner's 
servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 
weeds come from?' 28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us 
to go and pull them up?' 29 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you 
may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell 

the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 
wheat and bring it into my barn.'"  
 
THE FUTURE OF THE KINGDOM 

 
PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 
31 He told them another parable:  

"The  kingdom of heaven  is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted 

in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is 
the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and perch in its branches."  

PARABLE OF YEAST 
33 He told them still another parable:  

"The  kingdom of heaven  is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large 

amount of flour until it worked all through the dough."  
 
 
34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without 
using a parable.  

35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet:  
"I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN PARABLES,  
I WILL UTTER THINGS HIDDEN SINCE THE CREATION OF THE WORLD."    

 
EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS AMONG WHEAT 
 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to 
us the parable of the weeds in the field."  
37 He answered,  

"The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.  

38 The field is the world, and  

the good seed stands for the sons of  the kingdom .  

The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and  

the enemy who sows them is the devil.  

The harvest is the end of the age, and  

the harvesters are angels.  
 
40 "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 

41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his  kingdom   

everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the  kingdom of their Father  . He who has ears, let him hear.  
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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS VALUABLE 

 

PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE 

44 "The  kingdom of heaven  is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 

again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  
PARABLE OF THE PEARL 

45 "Again, the  kingdom of heaven  is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found 

one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.  
 
 
 
PARABLE OF THE FISHING NET 

(WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AT THE END OF THIS AGE) 
 

47 "Once again, the  kingdom of heaven   is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught 

all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down 

and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.  
 
49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from 
the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.  
 
51 "Have you understood all these things?" Jesus asked.  
 

"Yes," they replied.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

52 He said to them,  

"Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the  kingdom of heaven      

is like  
the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old."  

 

53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on from there.  
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d. THE ROLE A RESPONSE OF ACTIVE FAITH PLAYS IN THE KINGDOM 

 

 

 

JESUS  DOES NOT RESPOND TO UNBELIEF 
 

54 Coming to his  hometown ,  

he began teaching the people in their synagogue,  
and they were amazed. "Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous 
powers?" they asked.  

55 "Isn't this the carpenter's son?  
Isn't his mother's name Mary, and  
aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?  
56 Aren't all his sisters with us?  

Where then did this man get all these things?"  

57 And they took offense at him.  
 
But Jesus said to them,  

"Only in his hometown and in his own house is a prophet without honor."  
 

58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their  lack of faith . (NIV)   

 
 
 
 
 

HEROD’S RESPONSE TO JESUS  -  UNREPENTANT 
 

14:1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus,  

2 and he said to his attendants,  
"This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead!  
That is why miraculous powers are at work in him."  

 
HEROD HAD PREVIOUSLY EXECUTED JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 
3 Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison  

because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife,  
 

4 for John had been saying to him: "It is not lawful for you to have her."  
 
5 Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered 
him a prophet.  
 
6 On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for them and pleased Herod so 
much 7 that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 8 Prompted by her 
mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." 9 The king 
was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her 
request be granted 10 and had John beheaded in the prison. 11 His head was brought in 
on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother.  
 
 
12 John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.  
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JESUS GIVES DISCIPLES EXAMPLES TO DEVELOP THEIR FAITH 
 
 

INVOLVING THE DISCIPLES IN FEEDING ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND FAMILIES 
 

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.  
Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns.  
14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.  

15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a remote place, 
and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy 
themselves some food." 16 Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away. You give them 
something to eat." 17 "We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they 
answered. 18 "Bring them here to me," he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down 
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 
thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 
them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate was 
about five thousand men, besides women and children.  
 
 

THE CHRIST KING WALKS ON WATER 
 

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat was 
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.  

25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 
When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they 
said, and cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. 
Don't be afraid."  
 
28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."  
29 "Come," he said.  
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But 

when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"  

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. " You of little faith ," he said, 

"why did  you doubt ?"  

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in 

the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."  
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JESUS RESPONDS TO FAITH – CONTINUED HEALING OF THE SICK 

 

34 When they had crossed over, they landed  at Gennesaret . 35 And when the men of that place recognized 

Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to him 36 and begged him to let 
the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed. (NIV)   

 
 
 
 
THE ISSUE IS OUR HEART 
 

15:1 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem  

and asked, 2 "Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don't wash their 
hands before they eat!"  
3 Jesus replied,  

"And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?  
4 For God said, 'HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER'  ( SEE EXODUS 20, LEVITICUS 5 ) 
and  
'ANYONE WHO CURSES HIS FATHER OR MOTHER MUST BE PUT TO DEATH.'  ( SEE 

EXODUS 21, LEVITICUS 20 )  
5 But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, 'Whatever help you 
might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,' 6 he is not to 
'honor his father' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your 
tradition.  
 
7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:  

8 "'THESE PEOPLE HONOR ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEARTS ARE FAR 

FROM ME. 9 THEY WORSHIP ME IN VAIN; THEIR TEACHINGS ARE BUT RULES 

TAUGHT BY MEN.'"  ( SEE ISAIAH 29 )  
 

10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said,  
"Listen and understand. 11 What goes into a man's mouth does not make him 'unclean,' 
but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him 'unclean.'"  

 
12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, "Do you know that the Pharisees were offended 
when they heard this?"  
13 He replied,  

"Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14 
Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a 
pit."  

15 Peter said,  
"Explain the parable to us."  

16 "Are you still so dull?" Jesus asked them.  
17 "Don't you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of 
the body? 18 But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and 
these make a man 'unclean.' 19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what make a man 
'unclean'; but eating with unwashed hands does not make him 'unclean.'"  
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BEYOND GALILEE 

 

 

JESUS’S RESPONSE TO A CLEAN HEART FILLED WITH FAITH –  

 

 

EVEN OF AN ‘UNCLEAN’ NON-JEWISH WOMEN 

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew  to the region of Tyre and Sidon . 22 A Canaanite woman 

from that vicinity came to him,  
crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from 
demon-possession."  

 
EVALUATION OF FAITH 
 
23 Jesus did not answer a word.  
So his disciples came to him and urged him,  

"Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us."  
24 He answered,  

"I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel."  
25 The woman came and knelt before him.  

"Lord, help me!" she said.  
26 He replied,  

"It is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs."  
27 "Yes, Lord," she said,  

"but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."  
 

28 Then Jesus answered, "Woman,  you have great faith ! Your request is granted."  

 
And her daughter was healed from that very hour.  
 

 

 

BACK TO GALILEE 

 

 

29 Jesus left there and went along the  Sea of Galilee .  

Then he went up on a mountainside and sat down.  
 

 

JESUS’S CONTINUED RESPONSE TO HEARTS OF FAITH 
30 Great crowds came to him,  

bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and laid them at his 
feet; and he healed them. 31 The people were amazed when they saw the mute 
speaking, the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they 
praised the God of Israel.  
 



Matthew 15:32 Matthew 16:12 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AND FAITH © Thomas J Rose 2005 

 
 

 

 

 

JESUS’S RESPONSE TO HEART THAT DOES NOT HAVE FAITH 
 
JESUS FEEDS FOUR THOUSAND ‘UNCLEAN’ GENTILE FAMILIES 

 
32 Jesus called his disciples to him and said,  

"I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days 
and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, or they may 
collapse on the way." (NIV)   

 
33 His disciples answered,  

"Where could we get enough bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?"  
34 "How many loaves do you have?" Jesus asked.  
Seven," they replied, "and a few small fish."  
 
35 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 Then he took the seven loaves and 
the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, 
and they in turn to the people. 37 They all ate and were satisfied.  

 
Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were 
left over. 38 The number of those who ate was four thousand, besides women 
and children.  
 

39 After Jesus had sent the crowd away, he got into the boat and went to the  vicinity of  

 Magadan . 

 
DEALING WITH LACK OF FAITH 
 

16:1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus  

and tested him by asking him to show them a sign from heaven.  
 

 

REBUKE  --  TO THE SELF RIGHTEOUS HEART 
2 He replied,  

"When evening comes, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,' 3 and 
in the morning, 'Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.' You 
know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the 
signs of the times. 4 A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a miraculous 
sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah."  

 

 

COMPASSION  --  TO THE SOFT AND HUMBLE HEART 
Jesus then left them and went away.  

5 When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread.  
6 "Be careful," Jesus said to them.  

"Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees."  
7 They discussed this among themselves and said,  

"It is because we didn't bring any bread."  
8 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked,  

" You  of little faith , why are you talking among yourselves about having 

no bread? 9 Do you still not understand? Don't you remember the five 
loaves for the five thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? 10 
Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you 
gathered? 11 How is it you don't understand that I was not talking to you 
about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees."  

12 Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast 
used in bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.  
 

(2–1/2 YEAR MINISTRY IS OVER) 
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IV. SECTION 2: END OF EARTHLY MINISTRY (A THREE MONTH PERIOD) 
 
 

A. PREPARING HIS DISCIPLES FOR HIS DEATH 
 
 

1. WHO JESUS IS 
 
 
a. ASK YOURSELF WHO YOU THINK I AM 
 

13 When Jesus came  to the region of Caesarea Philippi ,  

he asked his disciples,  
 
"Who do people say the Son of Man is?"  

14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets."  

 

15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"  
 
PETER, THE ROCK OF THE FATHER 

16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the  Son of the 

living God ." 17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of 

Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my 
Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the  kingdom of 

heaven ; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20 
Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Christ.  

 
 
 

b. EXPLAINS HIS UPCOMING SACRIFICE  --  FIRST TIME 
 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, 
and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  
 
 
 

c. EXPLAINING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HIM AND THE SACRIFICE OF OUR WILL 
 
PETER, THE STUMBLING STONE OF SATAN 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  
"Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"  

 
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter,  

"Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in 
mind the things of God, but the things of men."  

 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples,  

LEAVE EVERYTHING TO FOLLOW HIM 

"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 

and follow me.  
 
25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 
will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet 
forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the 
Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he 
will reward each person according to what he has done. 28 I tell you the truth, 
some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 

coming in his  kingdom ." (NIV)   
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d. TRANSFIGURATION  --  WHO JESUS IS AND A GLIMPSE OF HIS GLORY 

 

17:1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and 

led them up a high mountain by themselves.  
 
 
2 There he was transfigured before them.  

His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the 
light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with Jesus.  
4 Peter said to Jesus,  

"Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three 
shelters-- one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah."  

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a 
voice from the cloud said,  

"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen 
to him!"  

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, 
terrified.  
7 But Jesus came and touched them.  

"Get up," he said. "Don't be afraid."  
8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.  

 
 
9 As they were coming down the mountain,  

Jesus instructed them,  
"Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man 
has been raised from the dead."  

10 The disciples asked him,  
"Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come 
first?"  

11 Jesus replied,  
"To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things.  
 
12 But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not 
recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished.  
 
PREDICTS SACRIFICE – SECOND TIME 

In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their 
hands."  

13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John 
the Baptist.  
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2.  CONDITION OF DISCIPLES HEART 

(AND JESUS ALWAYS WILLING TO HELP THEM) 
 
 
a. DISCIPLES LACK FAITH TO REBUKE A DEMON 
 

14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him.  
15 "Lord, have mercy on my son," he said. "He has seizures and is suffering 
greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 16 I brought him to your 

disciples, but they could not heal him." 17 "O  unbelieving and perverse  

 generation ," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put 

up with you? Bring the boy here to me." 18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it 
came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. 19 Then the disciples 
came to Jesus in private and asked, "Why couldn't we drive it out?" 20 He 

replied, "Because  you have so little faith . I tell you the truth, if you have  faith   

as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to 
there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you."  

 
 
b. PREDICTS SACRIFICE – THIRD TIME 

DISCIPLES LACK UNDERSTANDING OF UPCOMING RESURRECTION 
 

22 When they came together  in Galilee , he said to them,  

"The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. 23 They will kill 
him, and on the third day he will be raised to life."  

 

THEY SEE ONLY THEIR OWN LOSS 
And the disciples were filled with grief.  

 
 
c. JESUS PAYS TEMPLE TAX 

(PETER NOT UNDERSTANDING JESUS AS THE SON OF GOD) 
 

24 After Jesus and his disciples  arrived in Capernaum , the collectors of the two-

drachma tax came to Peter  
and asked, "Doesn't your teacher pay the temple tax?"  
25 "Yes, he does," he replied.  
 
When Peter came into the house,  
Jesus was the first to speak.  

"What do you think, Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth 
collect duty and taxes-- from their own sons or from others?"  

26 "From others," Peter answered.  
"Then the sons are exempt," Jesus said to him.  

27 "But so that we may not offend them, go to the lake and throw out your line. 
Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma 
coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours." (NIV)   
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d. DISCIPLES CONCERNED ABOUT THEMSELVES 
 

( NARRATIVE SERMON 4 ) 

18:1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the  kingdom of  

 heaven ?"  

2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said:  
GENERAL PRINCIPLE  --  HUMBLE YOURSELF 
"I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter 

the  kingdom of heaven . 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the 

greatest in the  kingdom of heaven .  

 

EXPLANATION  --  HUMBLENESS IS HAVING A FORGIVING SPIRIT 
5 "And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 6 But if anyone 
causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have 
a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.  

7 "Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin!  
Such things must come, but woe to the man through whom they come! 8 
If your hand or your foot causes you to sin cut it off and throw it away. It 
is better for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands 
or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you 
to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with 
one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.  

 
10 "See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that 
their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.  

12 "What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of 
them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go 
to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, I tell you the 
truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that 
did not wander off.  

14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones 
should be lost.  
 
MODEL FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION  --  RECONCILIATION 
15 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of 
you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take 
one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two 
or three witnesses.'  ( SEE DEUTERONOMY 19 ) 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan 
or a tax collector.  
 
FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION 
18 "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  
19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be 
done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my 
name, there am I with them."  
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EXTENT OF OUR FORGIVENESS 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked,  

"Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven 
times?"  

22 Jesus answered,  
"I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  
 

23 "Therefore, the  kingdom of heaven  is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with 

his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his 
wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  
26 "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will 
pay back everything.' 27 The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let 
him go.  
28 "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' 
he demanded.  
29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay 
you back.'  
30 "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could 
pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.  
32 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all 
that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers 
to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  
 
35 "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 
from your heart." (NIV)   
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B. JOURNEY ON HIS WAY TO JERUSALEM TO DIE 
 

19:1 When Jesus had finished saying these things, he  left Galilee  and went  into the region of Judea  to 

the  other side of the Jordan .  

 
 
 

1. REMARRIAGE IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
 
2 Large crowds followed him,  

and he healed them there.  
3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him.  

They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?"  
4 "Haven't you read," he replied,  

"that at the beginning the Creator 'MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE,'  ( SEE 

 EXODUS 1 )  
5 and said, 'FOR THIS REASON A MAN WILL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE 

UNITED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO WILL BECOME ONE FLESH'?  ( SEE GENESIS 2 ) 6 So 
they are no longer two, but one.  
Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."  

7 "Why then," they asked,  
"did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send 
her away?"  

8 Jesus replied,  
"Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But 
it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his 
wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits 
adultery."  

10 The disciples said to him,  
"If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry."  

11 Jesus replied,  
"Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 
12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made 

that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the  kingdom 

of heaven . The one who can accept this should accept it."  

 
 
 

2. CHILDREN IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN  –  ALL ARE WORTHY TO COME TO HIM 
 
13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for 
them.  

But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.  
14 Jesus said,  

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the  kingdom of 

heaven  belongs to such as these."  

 
15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.  
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3. WHAT MUST BE DONE TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN  --  LOVE OF GOD IN YOU 

 
16 Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal 
life?"  

17 "Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied.  
"There is only One who is good.  
 
If you want to enter life, obey the commandments."  

 
18 "Which ones?" the man inquired.  
Jesus replied,  

COMMANDMENTS FROM THE LAW – LOVE NEIGHBOR ( EXTERNAL) 
"'DO NOT MURDER,  
DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,  
DO NOT STEAL,  
DO NOT GIVE FALSE TESTIMONY,  
19 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER,' and  
'LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'" 
( SEE EXODUS 20, DEUTERONOMY5, LEVITCUS 19 )  

20 "All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?"  
 
 
COMMANDMENT FROM JESUS – LOVE FROM THE HEART - AS JESUS DID  

( INTERNAL)  (SEE 1 JOHN 3:17, PHILLIPIANS 2:6-7) 
21 Jesus answered,  

LEAVE EVERYTHING  ( TURN FROM ) 
"If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven.  
BE UNITED WITH ME  ( TURN TO ) 
Then come, follow me."  

 
MAN COULD FOLLOW THE LAW, BUT NOT JESUS 
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.  

 
IT IS HARD FOR A RICH MAN TO ENTER INTO THAT KIND OF LOVE 
 
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples,  

"I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the  kingdom of heaven . 

24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 

for a rich man to enter the  kingdom of God ."  

 
 
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked,  

"Who then can be saved?"  
26 Jesus looked at them and said, " 

With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."  
27 Peter answered him,  

"We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?"  
 
 
 

( 7:21 → DOING THE WILL OF THE FATHER → 20:18-19 ) 
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PARABLE OF THE LANDOWNER 
 
28 Jesus said to them,  

"I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, 
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields 

for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.  
 
 
30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. (NIV)   
 

WORKERS INVITED 

20:1 "For the  kingdom of heaven  is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 

to hire men to work in his vineyard.  
 
2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.  

 
3 "About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing.  

 
4 He told them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.'  
 

5 So they went. "He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the 
same thing.  

 
6 About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked 
them, 'Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?' 7 "'Because no one 
has hired us,' they answered.  
 

"He said to them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard.'  
 

WORKERS REWARDED 
8 "When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.'  

 
9 "The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour  

came and each received a denarius.  
 
10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more.  

But each one of them also received a denarius.  
11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.  

12 'These men who were hired last worked only one hour,' they 
said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the work and the heat of the day.'  

 
13 "But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. 
Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I 
want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 
Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you 
envious because I am generous?'  

 
16 "So the last will be first, and the first will be last."  
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C. JESUS HANDS HIMSELF OVER TO THE WILL OF GOD 

(REJECTION OF JESUS AND HIS KINGDOM) 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

a. WORD OF THE LORD SPOKEN  
 

17 Now as Jesus was  going up to Jerusalem , he took the twelve disciples aside and 

said to them,  
 
EXPLAINS HIS UPCOMING SACRIFICE  --  FOURTH TIME 

STEP 1: 18 "We are going up to Jerusalem, and  

STEP 2: the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law.  

STEP 3: They will condemn him to death 19 and  

STEP 4: will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and  

STEP 5: crucified.  

STEP 6: On the third day he will be raised to life!"  
 
 
b. PURPOSE OF HIS UPCOMING DEATH 
 

20 Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, 
asked a favor of him.  

21 "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these 
two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your  
kingdom ." 22 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to 
them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?" "We can," they 
answered. 23 Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, 
but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to 
those for whom they have been prepared by my Father."  

 
24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.  
25 Jesus called them together and said,  

"You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 

officials exercise  authority  over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, 

whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 
and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 
JESUS TO SET THE ULTIMATE EXAMPLE 

28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many."  
 
 
 

c. SIGN GIVEN TO DISCIPLES  –  JESUS OPEN EYES OF THE BLIND 
 

29 As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed him.  
30 Two blind men were sitting by the roadside,  

and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, "Lord, Son 
of David, have mercy on us!" 31 The crowd rebuked them and told them 
to be quiet, but they shouted all the louder, "Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on us!" 32 Jesus stopped and called them. "What do you want me 
to do for you?" he asked. 33 "Lord," they answered, "we want our sight." 
34 Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately 
they received their sight and followed him. (NIV)   
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2. WORDS OF THE LORD FULFILLED 

 
STEP 1:  GOING UP TO JERUSALEM 
 
a. DAY 1:  FIRST VISIT TO JERUSALEM 

 
 

OUTSIDE THE CITY 

21:1 As they approached Jerusalem and came  to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives , Jesus sent 

two disciples,  
2 saying to them,  

"Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, 
with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything 
to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away."  

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  
5 "SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, 'SEE, YOUR KING COMES TO YOU, GENTLE AND 

RIDING ON A DONKEY, ON A COLT, THE FOAL OF A DONKEY.'"  ( SEE ZECHARIAH 9 )  
 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey 
and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  
 
TRIUMPHANT ENTRY 
8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that 
followed shouted,  

"Hosanna to the Son of David!"  
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  ( SEE PSALM 11 )  
"Hosanna in the highest!"  

 
 

INSIDE THE CITY 

10 When Jesus  entered Jerusalem ,  

the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" 11 The crowds answered, "This is 
Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee."  
 
IN THE TEMPLE 

12 Jesus  entered the temple area   

• and drove out all who were buying and selling there.  
He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of 
those selling doves. 13 "It is written," he said to them, "'MY HOUSE WILL 

BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER,'  ( SEE ISAIAH 56 ) but you are making it a 
'den of robbers.'"  ( SEE JEREMIAH 7 )  

• 14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple,  
and he healed them.  

• 15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful 
things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, "Hosanna to the 
Son of David," they were indignant.  

16 "Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him. "Yes," 
replied Jesus, "have you never read, "'FROM THE LIPS OF CHILDREN AND 

INFANTS YOU HAVE ORDAINED PRAISE'?"  ( SEE PSALM 8 )  
 
 

LEAVING FOR THE NIGHT 

17 And he left them and went out of the city  to Bethany , where he spent the night.  

 
 

( DAY 1 IS DONE ) 
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b. DAY 2:  SECOND VISIT TO JERUSALEM 
 
( INCREASED CONFRONTATION BETWEEN JESUS AND THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT) 
 

1.) CURSES A FIG TREE  

– PROPHETIC CONDEMNATION OF FRUITLESS RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
 

18 Early  in the morning , as he was on his  way back to the city , he was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig tree by 

the road,  
he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves.  
Then he said to it, "May you never bear fruit again!"  
Immediately the tree withered.  
 
(LORD DESIRES FAITH) 
20 When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. "How did the fig tree wither so quickly?" they 
asked.  

21 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you  have faith  and do not doubt, not only can you do what 

was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' 

and it will be done. 22 If you  believe , you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."  

 
2.) JESUS CHALLENGED BY THE ORGANIZED RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT 

 
ENTERING THE TEMPLE 

23 Jesus  entered the temple  courts,  

 
and, while he was teaching,  
 

a.) RELIGIOUS LEADERS CHALLENGE JESUS’ AUTHORITY 
 

the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him.  

"By what  authority  are you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this  

authority ?"  

24 Jesus replied,  

"I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what  authority   I am 

doing these things. 25 John's baptism-- where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or 
from men?"  
THE REASON WHY PHARISEES WILL NOT ANSWER JESUS’ QUESTION … 
They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 

'Then why didn't you  believe  him?' 26 But if we say, 'From men'-- we are afraid of the 

people, for they all hold that John was a prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus, "We don't 
know."  
… IS THE SAME REASON JESUS WILL NOT ANSWER THEIR QUESTION 
Then he said,  

"Neither will I tell you by what  authority  I am doing these things.  

 

PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS 

(REPENTANT SINNERS ARE BETTER OF THAN THE SELF RIGHTEOUS) 

(LORD DESIRES OBEDIENCE) 
28 "What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 
and said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' 29 "'I will not,' he answered, 
but later he changed his mind and went. 30 "Then the father went to the other 
son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, sir,' but he did not go. 31 
"Which of the two did what his father wanted?"  

"The first," they answered.  
Jesus said to them,  

"I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the  

kingdom of God  ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of 

righteousness, and you  did not believe  him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you  did not repent and believe  him.  
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PARABLE OF THE LAND OWNER AND HIS TENANTS 

(THE KINGDOM WILL BE TAKEN AWAY FROM A FRUITLESS LEADERS) 

(IF YOU REJECT THE LORD, YOU WILL MEET HIM AS YOUR JUDGE) 
33 "Listen to another parable:  

There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, 
dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the 
vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. 34 When the 
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect 
his fruit. 35 "The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed 
another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, 
more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 
Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said. 
38 "But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is 
the heir. Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance.' 39 So they took 
him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 "Therefore, 
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?"  

41 "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied,  
"and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the 
crop at harvest time."  

42 Jesus said to them,  
"Have you never read in the Scriptures: "'THE STONE THE BUILDERS REJECTED HAS 

BECOME THE CAPSTONE; THE LORD HAS DONE THIS, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR 

EYES'?  ( SEE PSALM 118 ) 43 "Therefore I tell you that the  kingdom of God  will 

be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 He 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be 
crushed."  

REACTION – RELIGIOUS LEADERS LOOK FOR A WAY TO GET RID OF JESUS 
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus' parables, they knew he was 
talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the 
crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. (NIV)   
 
 
PARABLE OF THE WEDDING BANQUET 

( AN ALL INCLUSIVE INVITATION,  THAT EXCLUDES MANY ) 

22:1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying:  

2 "The  kingdom of heaven  is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for 

his son.  
 
3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them 
to come, but they refused to come.  
4 "Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited 
that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been 
butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.' 5 "But they 
paid no attention and went off-- one to his field, another to his business. 6 The 
rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.  
7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and 
burned their city.  
 
8 "Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
invited did not deserve to come. 9 Go to the street corners and invite to the 
banquet anyone you find.' 10 So the servants went out into the streets and 
gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall 
was filled with guests.  
 
11 "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 
was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here 
without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless.  
13 "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  
14 "For many are invited, but few are chosen."  
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b.) REACTION – RELIGIOUS LEADERS SEEK TO TRAP JESUS IN HIS WORDS 
15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words.  
 
 
PAYING TAXES TO CEASAR 
16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians.  

"Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of 
God in accordance with the truth. You aren't swayed by men, because you pay no 
attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to 
Caesar or not?" 18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are 
you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a 
denarius, 20 and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?" 21 
"Caesar's," they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to 
God what is God's."  
REACTION 
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.  
 
 

SADDUCES MOCK JESUS WITH THEORETICAL QUESTION THEY DO NOT EVEN BELIEVE 
23 That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question.  

24 "Teacher," they said, "Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his 
brother must marry the widow and have children for him. 25 Now there were seven 
brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left 
his wife to his brother. 26 The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right 
on down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the woman died. 28 Now then, at the resurrection, 
whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?"  
JESUS CLAIMS THERE IS LIFE AFTER DEATH 

29 Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the 

power of God. 30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; 
they will be like the angels in heaven. 31 But about the resurrection of the dead-- have 
you not read what God said to you, 32 'I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND 

THE GOD OF JACOB'?  ( SEE EXODUS 3 ) He is not the God of the dead but of the living."  

REACTION 
33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching.  

 
 
 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS TEST JESUS  --  GREATEST JEWISH COMMANDMENT 
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  

35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  
36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"  

37 Jesus replied:  
"'LOVE THE Lord YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND WITH 

ALL YOUR MIND.'  (See Deuteronomy 6) 
38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 
'LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'  (See Leviticus 19) 
40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."  

JESUS TESTS RELIGIOUS LEADERS  --  GREATEST QUESTION TO A JEW 
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together,  
Jesus asked them,  

42 "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?"  
"The son of David," they replied.  
43 He said to them,  

"How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord'? For he says, 
44 "'THE Lord SAID TO MY Lord: "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES 

UNDER YOUR FEET." ' (See Psalm 110) 

45 If then David calls him 'Lord,' how can he be his son?"  
46 No one could say a word in reply, and  
REACTION 
from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions. (NIV)   
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c.) JESUS’ JUDGEMENT AGAINST THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT 
 

23:1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples:  

 
 

WARNINGS ABOUT UNFRUITFUL RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
2 "The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3 So you must obey them and do 
everything they tell you.  

But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up 
heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a 
finger to move them.  
5 "Everything they do is done for men to see:  

They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long;  
6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the 
synagogues;  
7 they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.'  

8 "But you are not to be called 'Rabbi,' for you have only one Master and 
you are all brothers.  
9 And do not call anyone on earth 'father,' for you have one Father, and 
he is in heaven.  
10 Nor are you to be called 'teacher,' for you have one Teacher, the 
Christ.  

11 The greatest among you will be your servant.  
12 For  

whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and  
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  

 
 
CHARGES AGAINST HYPOCRITICAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

13 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  

You shut the  kingdom of heaven  in men's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will 

you let those enter who are trying to.  
14  

15 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  
You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you 
make him twice as much a son of hell as you are.  

16 "Woe to you, blind guides!  
You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the 
gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' 17 You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, 
or the temple that makes the gold sacred? 18 You also say, 'If anyone swears by the 
altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is bound by his oath.' 19 
You blind men! Which is greater: the gift, or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20 
Therefore, he who swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And he 
who swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. 22 And he who 
swears by heaven swears by God's throne and by the one who sits on it.  

23 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  
You give a tenth of your spices-- mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law-- justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced 
the latter, without neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but 
swallow a camel.  

25 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  
You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-
indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the 
outside also will be clean.  
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27 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  

You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are 
full of dead men's bones and everything unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you 
appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.  

29 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  
You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 And you 
say, 'If we had lived in the days of our forefathers, we would not have taken part with 
them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' 31 So you testify against yourselves that you 
are the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of 
the sin of your forefathers!  
33 "You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? 34 
Therefore I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers. Some of them you will 
kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town. 35 
And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered 
between the temple and the altar. 36 I tell you the truth, all this will come upon this 
generation.  

 
JESUS’ SORROW FOR JERUSALEM 
37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I 
have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but 
you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see 
me again until you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.'"  ( SEE PSALM 118 ) 
(NIV)   
 

 

 

LEAVING THE TEMPLE 

24:1 Jesus  left the temple  and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its 

buildings.  
2 "Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; 

every one will be thrown down."  
 

 

 

 

( DAY 2 IN JERUSALEM IS DONE ) 
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c. MOUNT OF OLIVES  --  ‘OLIVET DISCOURSE’   

 

( NARRATIVE SERMON 5 ) 

 

 

PREDICTION OF THINGS THAT COME AFTER HIS DEATH, BUT BEFORE HIS RETURN 

3 As Jesus was sitting  on the Mount of Olives , the disciples came to him privately.  

"Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
end of the age?"  

 
4 Jesus answered:  

 

BEGINING OF SYMPTOMS --  FALSE CHRISTS, WARS, FAMINES, EARTHQUAKES 

• "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am 
the Christ,' and will deceive many.  

• 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such 
things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and  

kingdom against kingdom .  

• There will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  
8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.  

 

PERSECUTION, WICKEDNESS, FALSE PROPHETS 

• 9 "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated 

by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from  the faith  and will 

betray and hate each other,  

• 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.  

• 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who 
stands firm to the end will be saved.  

• 14 And this gospel of the  kingdom  will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to 

all nations, and then the end will come.  
 

ABOMINATION THAT CAUSES DESOLATION  --  (See DANIEL ch:vr) 

• 15 "So when you see standing in the holy place 'THE ABOMINATION THAT CAUSES 

DESOLATION,'  ( SEE ISAIAH 13, 34 ) spoken of through the prophet Daniel-- let the reader 
understand-- 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on 
the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field 
go back to get his cloak. 19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and 
nursing mothers! 20 Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath.  

• 21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until 
now-- and never to be equaled again. 22 If those days had not been cut short, no one 
would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.  

 

FALSE CHRISTS WITH SIGNS AND MIRICLES  --  (See DUETERONOMY ch:vr) 

• 23 At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not  

believe  it. 24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs 

and miracles to deceive even the elect-- if that were possible. 25 See, I have told you 
ahead of time.  
26 "So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, 'Here he is, in 

the inner rooms,' do not  believe  it.  

• 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.  
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COMING RETURN OF THE SON OF MAN 

• 29 "Immediately after the distress of those days "'THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE 

MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT; THE STARS WILL FALL FROM THE SKY, AND THE HEAVENLY BODIES 

WILL BE SHAKEN.'  

• 30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of 

the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with 
power and great glory. 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they 
will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.  

 
 
 
YOU WILL KNOW WHEN THE TIME IS APPROACHING… 
32 "Now learn this lesson from the fig tree:  

As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 
33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34 I 
tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  

 

…BUT THE EXACT DAY AND HOUR WILL NOT BE KNOWN 
36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in 
the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to 
the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood 
came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men 
will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand 
mill; one will be taken and the other left.  
42 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But 
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, 
he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must 
be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.  
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PARABLES ILLUSTRATING WHAT TO BE DOING WHILE WAITING FOR HIS RETURN 

 

42 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But 
understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, 
he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must 
be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.  

 

 

FAITHFUL WISE SERVANT V. WICKED SERVANT 

(BE FOUND DOING GOD’S WILL) 

45 "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the 
servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?  

46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he 
returns. 47 I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.  

 
48 But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a 
long time,' 49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with 
drunkards. 50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect 
him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place 
with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (NIV)   

 

 

PARABLE OF TEN VIRGINS 

WISE VIRGINS V. FOOLISH VIRGINS  --  (BE PREPARED, WATCH) 

25:1 "At that time the  kingdom of heaven  will be like ten virgins who took their lamps 

and went out to meet the bridegroom.  
2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise.  
 
3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The 
wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a 
long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  
6 "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'  
7 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.  
 
8 The foolish ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are 
going out.'  
9 "'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'  
10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The 
virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door 
was shut.  
 
11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'  
12 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  

13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.  
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PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 

GOOD PRODUCTIVE SERVANT V. WICKED LAZY SERVANT 
14 "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted 
his property to them.  

15 To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another 
one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  
 
16 The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to 
work and gained five more. 17 So also, the one with the two talents gained two 
more. 18 But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master's money.  
 
19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts 
with them.  

20 The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 
'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained 
five more.'  
21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!'  
 
22 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you 
entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.'  
23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master's happiness!'  
 
24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he 
said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not 
sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was 
afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what 
belongs to you.'  
26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I 
harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered 
seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the 
bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with 
interest.  

 
28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the 
ten talents.  

 
29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into 
the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  
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SHEEP V. GOATS 

(JUDGEMNET BASED ON USING GOD GIVEN RESOURCES TO MEET OTHERS NEEDS) 

31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne 
in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on 
his right and the goats on his left.  

 
34 "Then the King will say to those on his right,  

'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the  kingdom  

prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  
 
37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  
40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  
 
 

41 "Then he will say to those on his left,  
'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me 
in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you 
did not look after me.'  
 
44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'  
45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least 
of these, you did not do for me.'  
46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life." (NIV)   

 
 
 
 
 
 

( ‘OLIVET DISCOURSE’ ENDED ) 
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STEP 2:  JESUS HANDED OVER TO RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
 
 
BACK IN BETHANY 

 

PREDICTS HIS UPCOMING SACRIFICIAL DEATH  -  FIFTH TIME 

26:1 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 "As you know, 

the Passover is two days away-- and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified."  
 
PLANS OF MAN 
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high 
priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way 
and kill him.  

 
5 "But not during the Feast," they said, "or there may be a riot among the 
people."  

 
 
( DAYS 3 AND 4 BEGIN TO PASS – TWO DAYS LATER ) 
 
 
MARY ANOINTS JESUS  –  

A BLESSING THAT BEGINS HIS UPCOMING DEATH AND BURIAL 

6 While Jesus was  in Bethany  in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, 7 a woman 

came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he 
was reclining at the table.  

8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. 9 "This 
perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor."  
10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them,  

"Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 
The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. 12 
When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 
13 I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, 
what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."  

 

 

 

JUDAS SLIPS OFF TO JERUSALEM SEEKING TO HAND JESUS OVER 
14 Then one of the Twelve-- the one called Judas Iscariot-- went to the chief priests  

15 and asked, "What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they 
counted out for him thirty silver coins. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity 
to hand him over.  

 
 
 
JUDAS JOINS BACK UP WITH THE DISCIPLES 
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DAY 5:  PASSOVER DINNER 
 
17 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,  

the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you want us to make preparations for you to 
eat the Passover?" 18 He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, 'The Teacher 
says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your 
house.'" 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.  

 
 
JUDAS IDENTIFIED AS A BETRAYER 
20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.  

21 And while they were eating,  
he said,  

"I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me."  
22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other,  

"Surely not I, Lord?"  
23 Jesus replied,  

"The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The 
Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who 

betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."  
25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said,  

"Surely not I, Rabbi?"  
Jesus answered,  

"Yes, it is you."  
 
26 While they were eating,  

Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
"Take and eat; this is my body."  

 
 
JUDAS LEAVES   ( SEE JOHN 13:30 ) 

 

 

THE SYMBOLIC PASSOVER CUP OF REDEMPTION (THIRD SEDER CUP) 
27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying,  

"Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the 

vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my  Father's 

kingdom ."  
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AT MOUNT OF OLIVES  --  AFTER DINNER 
 

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out  to the Mount of Olives .  

 
 
PREDICTS A COUPLE SPECIFIC EVENTS OF THIS NIGHT 
 
 

JESUS PREDICTS THEY WILL SCATTER, AND ARRANGES TO MEET UP LATER 
31 Then Jesus told them,  

"This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: "'I WILL 

STRIKE THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK WILL BE SCATTERED.'  ( SEE 

ZECHARIAH 13 ) 32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."  
 
 
JESUS PREDICTS PETERS DENIALS BEFORE THIS NIGHT IS THROUGH 
33 Peter replied,  

"Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will."  
34 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered,  

"this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times."  
35 But Peter declared,  

"Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you."  
And all the other disciples said the same.  
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IN GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE 

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples  to a place called Gethsemane ,  

 
 
JESUS PRAYS 
and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray."  

37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to 

be sorrowful and troubled.  
 
FIRST TIME  –  HIS OWN REQUEST EXPRESSED TO HEAVENLY FATHER 
38 Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death. Stay here and keep watch with me." 39 Going a little farther, he fell with 
his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be 

taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 40 Then he returned to his 
disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch with me for 
one hour?" he asked Peter. 41 "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak."  
 
SECOND TIME – PURE OBEDIENCE TO ACCEPT HIS FATHER’S WAY 

42 He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for 

this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done." 43 When he 
came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy.  
 
THIRD TIME 

44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying 
the same thing. 45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you 
still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"  

 
 
 
JUDAS RETURNS, AND HANDS JESUS OVER TO A MOB 
47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large 
crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people.  

48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; 
arrest him." 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and 
kissed him. 50 Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for." Then the men 
stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51 With that, one of Jesus' 
companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high 
priest, cutting off his ear. 52 "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, 
"for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on 
my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of 
angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must 
happen in this way?" 55 At that time Jesus said to the crowd, "Am I leading a 
rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every 
day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But this has 
all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled."  
 
 

DISCIPLES SCATTER AS PREDICTED 
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.  
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STEP 3:  RELIGIOUS LEADERS CONDEMN JESUS TO DEATH 
 
RELIGIOUS TRIAL - BEFORE CAIAPHAS 

 
JESUS HANDED OVER TO CHIEF PRIESTS AND TEACHERS OF THE LAW IN JERUSALEM 

57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him  to Caiaphas , the high priest, where the teachers of 

the law and the elders had assembled.  
 

OVERNIGHT 
 
INSIDE 
 

58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high 
priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome.  
 
59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence 
against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 But they did not find any, 
though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came forward 61 and 
declared, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it 
in three days.'"  
 
62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Are you not going to 
answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?" 63 But 
Jesus remained silent.  
 
JESUS OFFERS CLAIM TO BE THE CHRIST 
The high priest said to him,  

"I charge you under oath by the living God:  Tell us if you are the Christ , 

the Son of God."  

64 " Yes , it is as you say," Jesus replied.  

"But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting 
at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of 
heaven."  

65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,  
"He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? 
Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you think?"  

 

"He is worthy of death," they answered.  
 
67 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists.  
Others slapped him 68 and said, "Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?"  

 
OUTSIDE - PETER’S THREE DENIALS AS PREDICTED 

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him.  
"You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. 70 But he denied it 
before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said.  

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him  
and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." 
72 He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!"  

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter  
and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away." 
74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, 
"I don't know the man!"  
 

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had 
spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went 
outside and wept bitterly. (NIV)   
 
 

NEXT MORNING 

27:1 Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the 

decision to put Jesus to death. 
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STEP 4:  DAY 6:  JESUS HANDED OVER TO GENTILES TO BE MOCKED AND FLOGGED 

 

JESUS HANDED OVER TO PILATE, ROMAN GOVERNOR 

2 They bound him, led him away and handed him over  to Pilate , the governor.  

 
JUDAS SIEZED WITH REMORSE 
3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with 
remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. 4 "I have sinned," 
he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your 
responsibility." 5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and 
hanged himself. 6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this 
into the treasury, since it is blood money."  
7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That 
is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  

9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled:  
"THEY TOOK THE THIRTY SILVER COINS, THE PRICE SET ON HIM BY THE PEOPLE OF 

ISRAEL, 10 AND THEY USED THEM TO BUY THE POTTER'S FIELD, AS THE LORD 

COMMANDED ME."  ( SEE JEREMIAH 19, 32 )  
 

POLITICAL TRIAL  --  BEFORE PILATE 
11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor,  
 
 

PILATE’S DIALOG WITH JESUS 
 
JESUS CLAIMS TO BE KING 
and the governor asked him,  

" Are you the king of the Jews ?"  

" Yes , it is as you say," Jesus replied.  

 
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer.  
13 Then Pilate asked him,  

"Don't you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?"  
14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge-- to the great amazement of the 
governor.  
 
 

PILATE’S DIALOG WITH JESUS’ JEWISH ACCUSERS 
15 Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the 
crowd. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 17 So when the 
crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: 
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 18 For he knew it was out of envy that they had 
handed Jesus over to him.  
 
PILATE’S WIFE SENDS A WARNING MESSAGE 
19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this message:  

"Don't have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great 
deal today in a dream because of him."  

 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS INCITE CROWD TO REJECT JESUS 
20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to 
have Jesus executed.  

21 "Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the governor.  
"Barabbas," they answered.  
22 "What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked.  
They all answered, "Crucify him!"  
23 "Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate.  
But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!"  
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd.  

"I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your responsibility!"  
25 All the people answered, "Let his blood be on us and on our children!"  

26 Then he released Barabbas to them.  
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JESUS HANDED OVER TO ROMAN MILITARY 
 
JESUS FLOGGED 
But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.  
 
JESUS MOCKED 

 

27 Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus  into the Praetorium  and gathered the whole 

company of soldiers around him.  
 
28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown 
of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him 
and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said.  
 
30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 
After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.  
 
Then they led him away to crucify him.  
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STEP 5:  JESUS HANDED OVER TO DEATH 
 

JESUS EXECUTED BY CRUCIFIXION 

 
32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to 
carry the cross.  
 

33 They came  to a place called Golgotha  (which means The Place of the Skull).  

 
34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink 
it.  
 
 

JESUS MOCKED 
 
BY THE MILITARY 
35 When they had crucified him,  
 

they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  ( SEE PSALM 22 ) 36 And sitting down, they 
kept watch over him there.  
37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him:  

THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.  
 
38 Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.  
 
BY PASSERSBY 
39 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying,  

"You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself!  

Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!"  
 
BY RELIGIOUS PEOPLE 
41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him.  

42 "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself!  
He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in 
him.  

43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son 

of God.'"  
 
BY OTHER CONVICTS 
44 In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  
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JESUS DIES 

 
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.  
 
46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"-- which 
means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  ( SEE PSALM 22 )  
 

47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's calling Elijah."  
 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on 
a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  
 
49 The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save him."  
 

50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  
 
 
TEMPLE CURTAIN TORN 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  
EARTHQUAKE 
The earth shook and the rocks split.  
DEAD RAISED 
52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 
They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and 
appeared to many people.  
CENTURION HAS A CHANGE OF HEART REGARDING WHO JESUS IS 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all 

that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!"  
 
WOMEN PRESENT 
55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to 
care for his needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, 
and the mother of Zebedee's sons.  

 
 
JESUS BURIED 
 
57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself 
become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body,  

and Pilate ordered that it be given to him.  
 
WRAPPED IN GRAVE CLOTHING 
59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and placed it in his own new tomb 
that he had cut out of the rock.  
 
STONE DOOR TO TOMB IS CLOSED 
He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away.  
 
MARY KNOWS WHERE TOMB IS 
61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb.  
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STEP 6:  ALL AUTHORITY IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH HANDED OVER TO JESUS 
 

PLANS OF MAN 
 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS UNDERSTOOD JESUS SAID HE WAS GOING TO RAISE TO LIFE 

62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went 

to Pilate. 63 "Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver 
said, 'After three days I will rise again.'  
65 "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how."  

 
PLAN OF GOD 

 
JESUS RAISED TO LIFE 

28:1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to look at the tomb.  
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from 
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.  

GUARDS ARE AFRAID 
4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  

WOMEN ARE AFRAID 
5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking 
for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. 
Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 
'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you 
will see him.' Now I have told you."  

WOMEN GO TELL DISCIPLES 
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to 
tell his disciples.  
9 Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."  
 

PLANS OF MAN 

 

GUARDS GO TELL CHIEF PRIESTS  -  WHO PAY A BRIBE FOR A COVER-UP 
11 While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and 
reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12 When the chief priests had 
met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 13 
telling them, "You are to say, 'His disciples came during the night and stole him away 
while we were asleep.' 14 If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep 
you out of trouble." 15 So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed.  
 
And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.  
 

PLAN OF GOD 
 
DISCIPLES FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS TO MEET IN GALILEE 

16 Then the eleven disciples went  to Galilee , to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 

17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  
 
‘THE GREAT COMMISSION’ 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said,  

THE BASIS OF FAITH IN JESUS 

"All  authority  in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  

19 Therefore go and  

make disciples of all nations,  

baptizing them in the name  
of the Father and  
of the Son and  
of the Holy Spirit, 20 and  

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."" (NIV)   

 
(THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW MAKES NO MENTION OF THE ASCENSION TO HEAVEN) 
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How to Read the Gospel of Matthew 
 
 

Historical back ground: 
 
The Roman’s had conquered the known world and established the mighty Roman Empire. 
 
The Roman’s practice was to let conquered nations reside in their own land and continue their own 
traditions, as much as possible. 
However, the Roman’s would appoint a Roman Governor to reside in the territory to ultimately rule over the 
conquered nation.  The Roman’s would also send military forces to keep peace in the occupied territory 
and to quell any potential uprisings. 
 
The Roman’s would sometimes use local people to translate and enforce Roman laws on the occupied 
people. 
 
Taxes were one of these laws.  Rome would hire people from the local nation and put them on the 
government payroll.  Matthew was one of these persons.  He was a Jew who’s job was to collect Roman 
taxes from the local conquered Jews.  It was his job to keep informed of the developments, movements, 
and business enterprises of his fellow Jews in order to know who should be taxed, and how much.  
Matthew’s pay was also to come from these taxes.  So he was given authority to tax any additional amount 
he thought necessary to support himself and his lifestyle. 
 
He was living off of his fellow Jews, and working for an occupying force - - his type of person was looked 
down upon by most other Jews.  Religious Jews even equated this person was unclean before God, as a 
sinner.   
 
It was this Matthew that ultimately became one of Jesus’ twelve closest friends, and the author of this 
Gospel. 
 
 

Written by a Jew, to Jews, about another Jew, addressing a significant Jewish concept: 
 
After having followed Jesus for a while and then after having been a Christian after that for a while longer, 
he wrote this Gospel.  Matthew is a Jew writing to his fellow Jews, some of whom are expecting a 
descendant of King David who would be their King.  He was writing about another Jew and his 
qualifications to be that King, the nature and characteristics of His Kingdom (not a kingdom of land or 
nationality, but a spiritual kingdom of heaven), and what it takes, in our heart, to qualify to be a participating 
member of that kingdom. 
 
 

Miscellaneous themes and characteristics of this gospel: 
 

Who Jesus Is 
 

Matthew’s Conclusion as to Who Jesus Is 
Matthew’s conclusion and what he tried to project throughout his Gospel is recorded in 
26:63 and 27:11.   

• Matthew eventually saw Jesus as the Messiah Christ that the old Jewish 
scriptures anticipated.   

• But also, Matthew saw Jesus as a King; not a King of only Israel, but of a much 
larger kingdom through which Jesus would be a blessing to many nations beyond 
Israel. 

 
This concept was hinted at even as early as in 1:2 and 1:6, since earlier,  

• the Messiah had been promised to come from the line of Abraham, and  

• an everlasting King had been promised to come from the line of King David. 
 

Fulfillment of Jewish Prophecies 
It is obvious to see that Matthew’s intent was to select 123 old Jewish scriptures that 

predicted the future, and show how Jesus fulfills these promised events; suggesting that 
Jesus was the Messiah predicted many years earlier.  ‘Fulfillment’ of ‘scriptures’ is a big 
theme in Matthew. 
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Son of Man 
The reader will note when Jesus refers to himself in this Gospel, he makes mention of the 
Son of Man, instead of the Son of God as in the other Gospels, which the Jews would 
also know it to mean….  

 
 

Jesus’s Words 
 

Jesus’s Narratives 
This is definitely a book emphasizing the words, sayings, and teachings of Jesus.  In no 
other book is so much time dedicated to recording what Jesus taught by his words.  (The 
events seem to provide placeholders to act as a framework to orient the reader to the 
context in which the words where said.  Another gospel, Mark is the shortest gospel, by 
far.  If you take the discussion out of Matthew just leaving the actions and other events, 
and compare the remainder of Matthew to the Gospel of Mark, it has been suggested that 
Matthew would come out to be even shorter than Mark.  This suggests that not much 
material is written in Matthew about the events, and this Gospel of Matthew is definitely 
about what Jesus had to say and teach.) 
 
It has been suggested that there are five narrative sections delineated by a phrase similar 
to, “When Jesus finished these sayings…’.  See Matthew 7:28, 11:1, 13:53, 19:1, 26:1 
 

Kingdom of Heaven 
A major concept already mentioned is that Jesus teaches about a Kingdom of Heaven.  
(Matthew refers to it as the Kingdom of Heaven, which the Jews would know it to mean…, 
rather than Kingdom of God as it is referred to in the other Gospels,) 
 
 

Jesus’s Actions 
 
What Jesus is able to do  

Authority of Jesus is another theme.  The Gospel of Matthew 
 
You can…, has authority… , able to …. 
 
 

The Effect on Individuals 
 
Jesus Evaluates Individuals Faith 

Matthew has also recorded the significant relationship between His kingdom and faith.  In 
the miracles that Matthew mentions, some include Jesus making comments evaluating a 
person’s faith.  In each of those cases, the pattern appears to be that Jesus first passes 
judgment on the quality of the persons faith before the actual miracle takes place.  
Examples: Matthew 8:10, 9:22, 9:29, 13:58, 15:28, 17:17. 
 

Social Unapproachables and those who are Socially and Religiously Disposable 
 
 

Modified Plans - God’s Plan instead of an Individual’s Plan 
 
 

Acceptance of People Typically Considered Unacceptable by the Religious Leaders 
 
Matthew, himself, is looked down upon by the Religious establishment. 
But what he notices, even before Jesus invites Matthew personally to follow, is Jesus opening up 
to others that are likewise rejected by religious leaders.  This is seen in 8:1-15. 
 
In this way, the Gospel of Matthew seems to be Matthew’s own account of his own personal 
journey being impressed at how accepting Jesus was, shaping Matthew’s thoughts about how to 
respond to receiving his own personal invitation to follow Jesus - given that Matthew himself 
probably also felt rejected by the religious leaders. 
 
So the Gospel of Matthew could be seen as an account of Matthew’s initial and continuing 
conversion experience. 
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Notes to the Context Outline of Matthew 
 
As a way of remembering the content of this Gospel, the Context Outline Format has outlined the storyline as follows: 
 
SECTION 1: EARTHLY MINISTRY OVER A 2-1/2 YEAR PERIOD  

 

I. MATTHEW’S BACKGROUND CHECK FINDS JESUS FULFILLING MESSIANIC PROPHECIES   

 
Mathew is a tax collector who is to keep track of the business enterprises of the people in his territory.   
He would have known of John the Baptist and most likely kept track of any developments that might have 
given Matthew a chance to tax John if he had become profitable. 
As John the Baptist eventually fails to become a prospect, Matthew notices that Jesus is new on the scene 
and starts to track any developments from this new start-up that could possibly make Matthew money. 
 
This section could be the results of Matthew’s background check trying to find out who this Jesus is and 
where he came from. 

 

II. MATTHEW’S OBSERVATIONS OF JESUS FROM A DISTANCE  
 

Matthew notices how Jesus starts to rise and actually seems to takeover John the Baptist’s job. 
Matthew also starts to notice for himself the effects on the people that would begin to follow this Jesus, 
what Jesus would say to those followers, and the sort of astonishing miracle-like works he performed. 
 
Most interestingly, it seems that Matthew, being dissatisfied with the emptiness of the organized religion of 
that day, and his own personal pursuits of the job, heard for himself something most perplexing from this 
Jesus – that this Jesus could forgive sins.  (It is not too different from today.) 

 

III. MATHEW’S PERSONAL EXPERIENCES FOLLOWING JESUS 

 

A. MATTHEW’S OWN DECISION REGARDING JESUS 
 

Matthew was then invited personally to follow Jesus, and he was at a point where this made the 
most sense. 
It was during this time that Matthew could see for himself whether the miracles were real or not. 

 
B. JESUS PROMOTING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN TO HIS OWN PEOPLE 

 
Matthew was commissioned by Jesus to go ahead of Jesus throughout the land to announce the 
arrival of the Kingdom of Heaven and to prepare them for Jesus’s teachings on the Kingdom, 
which followed. 
 

 ( 2–1/2 YEAR MINISTRY IS OVER ) 

 

IV. SECTION 2: END OF EARTHLY MINISTRY (A THREE MONTH PERIOD) 
 
 

A. PREPARING HIS DISCIPLES FOR HIS DEATH 

B. JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM TO FACE HIS DEATH 

 

C. JESUS HANDS HIMSELF OVER TO THE WILL OF GOD 

(REJECTION OF JESUS AND HIS KINGDOM) 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

a. WORD OF THE LORD SPOKEN  --  SIX STEPS PREDICTED IN HIS DEATH 

 
Jesus had been beginning to prepare his closest disciples for his upcoming death, and 
here, he spells it out in detail how it is going to come about.  It seems he may be speaking 
it into existence. 

 

3. WORD OF THE LORD FULFILLED 

 
This is Matthew’s account of Jesus’ death and how it unfolded as Jesus said it would. 
Matthew continues with the King and Kingdom ideas. 



 

  

 

MATTHEW 

 

 

 

 

 
Old Testament view of Christ - Qualifications as Messiah 
 
Continuation of OT pattern of prophesy fulfilled 
Prophecy spoken regarding future (some fulfilled in the book, some since then, and yet unfulfilled) 
 
Israel 
Son of Man (30 - only by X) 
Son - concept 
 
Add OT references 
 
Faith 
Repentance 
Kingdom of Heaven 
Pharisees (religious v. spiritual) 
Authority 
Choices 
Following him 
Peter 
How he is treated 
Serving/Exalted 
 
References to Christ as Lord, God, Son of God (8) 
 
Contrasts 
Reactions (right and wrong) 
 

Themes 
Christ v King 
Everything / follow 
Faith – able 
Will of father 
Come to him 
Authority (word) 
Law 
Prophecy fulfilled 

 


